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ships. Bonaparte asked how long they had
been in use, and wondered he had never
heard of them, for it appeared an excellent
invention.   The   Admiral   enumerated  all
their   advantages.    Bonaparte    asked   the
Admiral what he conceived the beat mode
of arming   ships-of-the-line.   He   replied:
on their lower decks, thirty-two pounders;
upper decks, twenty-four pounders; quarter-
decks, thirty-two pounder carronades. To
enable all ships to carry twenty-four poun-
ders  on  the  upper  decks,   the  numbers
should be reduced; large guns although
fewer were preferable. Bonaparte said he
had proposed, but his engineer would not
agree,   to  have  a  three-decked  ship  all
thirty-two pounders, but of different weights
and sizes.  The Admiral  objected to the
plan, as it so frequently occurred that the
lower-deck ports could not be opened, then
the long twenty-four pounders would have
an advantage over the short thirty-twos.
. Bonaparte asked whether it was best to
aim at the hull or rigging. The Admiral
answered, the hull; for missing the hull,
there was a chaace of hitting the rigging or